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proletariat. The third, coming after a long distance, is the
glory of some religious or tribal or linguistic or social
group.
These subjects are portrayed through the medium of
short story or novel or play or of dramatised or fictionised
biography. And the charge to which work of this kind is
liable is indecency, or excitement of class-hatred, or libel.
It is the part played by the writer's imagination that will
turn out to be the source of trouble for him. From this
arises a question: Is there or is there not an ethic which
imagination must accept for itself ? Queenlike as its office is
^mong the faculties of man, is imagination to rule as an
absolute monarch, or is it to be amenable to constitutional
inhibitions ?
Here is room for two opposite schools, one holding that
imagination should be left unhampered to dive into the depths
of life, that it should be free to publish its report unedited,
and that to prescribe a law to it would amount to forcing it
to render a lesser service than the highest of which it is capa-
ble ; the other school arguing that imagination is but
one among the several messengers sent by the spirit of man
to fetch news from the depths of being, that it cannot be
regarded as self-sufficient, and that its service becomes finer
when taken in conjunction with the other available reports of
the true and the good. So there are absolutists, and there
are constitutionalists.
I should say at once that I am among those who hold
that the liberty which it is proper for a public writer to claim
for his pen is not a liberty that would be lawless, but
one that would submit itself to rational regulation. The
author and the artist are of the same world as the general
citizen, and must accept the rule of law like him. Law is, in
the literary field as in the civil, the best guarantor of true and
wholesome freedom. Only, the law must be an intelligent
one and not a mechanical one. It must be one based on
insight into the nature of the things to which it is to be
applied. And the law may in part be one voluntarily accept-
ed by tbe writer artfl in part one imposed by authority from
without.